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vest  pocket.  Window  curtains. 
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THE  BROKEN  SEAL. 


Scene. — A  Drawing-Boom,  Centre  doors.  Window  s.e.l.,  opening 
on  to  a  garden.  Door  s.e.r.  A  work-table  with  portrait  on  it. 
Chairs, 

Makie  discovered  at  door,  s.e.r. 
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0 


Marie,  (Speaking  into- the  room,  s.e.r.)  Yes,  yes,  my  sweet — be 
good — go  to  sleep.  Hush — hsh — hsh  !  He’s  not  two  years  old,  but 
oh!  what  a  little  tyrant!  (Closing  door  and  coming  away.)  So 
much  the  better  ;  it  shows  he  will  have  force  of  character.  (Arrang¬ 
ing  her  work  on  the  table. )  It  is  astonishing  how  much  I  see  already 
in  his  face  and  expression.  Truth,  honor — for  his  glance  is  clear  and 
open  as  the  day.  I  wonder  if  he  is  asleep.  (Goes  to  door  and  peeps 
in. )  Asleep,  indeed  !  with  his  eyes  as  bright  as  diamonds !  (  Softly. ) 

Pretty  darling  !  how  good  of  him  not  to  cry  !  (Looks  again. )  Oh ! 
the  little  scamp !  I  know  what  he’s  up  to,  he  wants  me  to  bring  his 
cradle  in  Irere.  (  Turns  slightly  away.  )  The  dear  little  supplicating 
look  !  Isn’t  he  coaxing  ?  (Speaks  to  baby. )  If  I  bring  you  in  here, 
will  you,  honor  bright,  go  to  sleep  at  once?  Yes?  I  know  your 
promises !  they  don’t  cost  you  much.  Well,  then,  I’ll  try  you.  You 
are  not  to  say  one  word,  and  go  to  sleep  at  once,  honor  bright— re¬ 
member  !  Here  I  come  !  (  Goes  into  the  next  room  and  returns,  drag¬ 

ging  a  cradle. )  Oh !  how  heavy  he  is  !  He  will  be  a  strong  man. 
I  do  love  a  strong,  stalwart  man !  ( Puts  head  behind  curtains  of 
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cradle. )  Now,  remember,  you  are  to  go  to  sleep  at  once.  What  do 
you  want?  Want  mamma  to  kiss  you?  Ob,  that  I  will!  (Kisses 
him,  and  comes  hack  to  work-table.)  Now  I  can  sit  down  comfortably 
and  sew  for  him.  Here’s  bis  bat  to  trim.  (Begins  to  work. )  Wbeu 
I  used  to  tbiuk  about  tbe  little  boy  that  was  coming  (for  I  was  cer¬ 
tain  it  would  be  a  little  boy),  I  always  thought  of  him  as  four  years 
old — bow  funny  that  was !  Well,  now  I’ve  got  him  I  like  him  a 
thousand  times  better  at  two  years  old.  He  is  a  little  boy,  but  then 
be  is  as  good  as  a  little  girl,  because,  for  one  thing,  I  can  still  trim 
his  hat  with  feathers.  ( IwirUng  hat  round.)  And  this  will  be  a 
beauty.  There!  he’s  stirring  I  (Goes  to  cradle.)  No,  he  is  fast 
asleep.  ( Stands  looking  at  him  with  clasped  hands.)  How  beautiful  I 
So  warm  and  moist,  with  life  in  every  dimple  !  How  soft,  how  ten¬ 
der  ;  and  see  tbe  little  naked  feet  drawn  up  tbe  way  of  nestled  bird- 
lings  !  And  tbe  lovely  tumbled  curls  about  his  face  !  Oh  !  my  rose  ! 
as  red  and  sweet  indeed  as  any  rose,  born  to  shed  fragrance  and  ful¬ 
fil  its  life.  How  I  pity  women  who  haven’t  any  There  ought  to  be 
some  way  invented  so  that  old  maids  might  have  little  children — 
some  proper  way,  of  course.  ( Stopping. )  There  !  I  spoke  too  loud 
— I’ve  waked  him.  (Hushes  the  baby  and  sings  a  mother's  lullaby 
song. )  Ah  !  so  like  him  !  (  Gomes  back  to  work-table ;  kisses  the  por^ 

trait ;  places  it  before  her,  and  sits  down  to  sew — a  short  silence. )  He 
couldn’t  help  being  like  him.  I  have  been  married  to  Paul  three 
years,  and  I  don’t  believe  there  has  been  an  hour — no,  not  half  an 
hour — that  I  haven’t  thought  of  him.  I  see  him  just  as  much  when 
he  is  away  from  me  as  when  he  is  here.  ( A  short  pause,  then  slowly.  ) 
Is  he  loorthy  of  so  much  love  ?  Paul  declares  I  am  jealous.  Jealous  ? 
oh,  no,  no!  1  once  saw  a  picture  of  jealous}",  it  was  horrible.  It  is 
love  imitating  hate.  No,  I  will  not  be  jealous — and  yet  I — I  do  love 
Paul  so  much  that  I  am  always  in  terror  lest  somebody  should  get 
him  away  from  me.  I’m  so  completely  his  that  I  want  him  to  bo 
completely  mine — I  want  him  all  to  myself.  For  instance,  if  he  came 
in  here  and  said,  “We  are  going  off,  five  thousand  miles  away,  where 
we  shall  live  all  alone,  you,  I,  and  the  baby,”  should  I  be  sorry  ?  No  ! 
I  should  be  wildly  happy  !  I  should  have  them  both  all  to  myself. 
I  should  have /ihn.  ( Looking  towards  cradle. )  kndhim.  (Looking 
towards  loindow  to  garden.)  Yes!  he’s  down  there,  I  smell  his  cigar. 
To  think  that  I  have  actually  come  to  love  the  smell  of  his  cigar ! 
(  With  a  sigh. )  Ah  !  he  does  not  like  me  like  that!  Oh,  no  !  men 
can’t  love  as  we  do  !  He  wrote  me — before  our  marriage — “If  I  lose 
you  I  will  kill  myself ;  and  he  v^ould  have  done  it  too  !  But  now! — 
he  might  still  write  it,  but  (sobs)  he  wouldn't  do  it!  ( A  pause. )  I 
can’t  help  thinldng  about  that  pretty  widow,  Mrs.  Grey,  and  when 
I  see  Paul  going  up  to  speak  to  her.  (Rising.)  Mrs.  Grey,  indeed ! 
why  she  paints,  and  she’s  five  years  older  than  I  am.  They  say  her 
eyes  are  pretty !  I  can’t  see  it !  Oh !  yes  I  do !  they  are  pretty, 
much  prettier  than  mine — and  then  she’s  tall,  and  Paul  said  the  other 
day  he  liked  tall  women,  (Sobs.)  And  then  Paul  is  so  winning! 
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Talk  about  a  woman’s  cliarm  1  why,  men  can  be  much  more  charm¬ 
ing — in  so  many  different  ways.  We  have  only  beauty  and  grace ; 
but  men,  ah  !  they  have  mind,  honor,  courage,  devotion !  and  when  I 
see  Paul  leaning  on  Mrs.  Grey’s  chair,  and  singing — no,  no,  I  wonH 
think  about  it  I  In  the  first  place  it  kills  me,  and  then  it  is  so  unjust. 

I  know  there’s  nothing  in  it,  1  know  that.  I’ll  turn  my  thoughts 
another  way  ;  I’ll  find  something  to  do  for  him,  to — do — for — him, 
(Looks  about.)  The  very  thing!  He  asked  me  just  now  to  sew  a 
button  on  his  vest.  Here  it  is.  (  Takes  a  vest  from  a  chair  and  be¬ 
gins  to  work. )  Oh  !  what  a  blessing  a  needle  is  !  I  wonder  what  he 
was  writing  last  night !  He  went  out  after  dinner  to  the  club.  Ten  . 
o’clock,  half-past  ten,  eleven.  He  didn’t  come  !  At  last,  at  half-past 
eleven,  I  heard  his  voice  on  the  stairs.  He  scolds  me  when  I  cry, 
so  I  jumped  into  bed,  half  dressed  as  I  was,  and  pretended  to  be 
sound  asleep.  He  came  in,  and  bent  over  me  to  make  sure  I  was 
asleep.  How  my  heart  did  beat !  I’d  had  such  frightfully  jealous 
thoughts  all  the  evening.  Then  he  sat  down  at  this  little  table.  I 
didn’t  miss  a  single  movement  though  my  eyes  were  half  shut,  (but 
you  can  see  well  enough  through  your  ej^elashes).  He  took  a  pen 
and  paper,  and  began  to  write.  To  whom  ?  Not  to  a  man,  for  he 
smiled.  Men  don’t  smile  when  they  write  to  other  men.  Then  he 
took  the  red  sealing-wax,  and  the  little  seal  ho  wears  on  his  watch- 
chain — ( Piaintively ) — my  little  seal !  that  I  gave  him  !  and,  still 
smiling,  and  with  such  a  look,  a  look  that  nearly  killed  me.  (Sor- 
rowfally.)  Oh!  yes,  he’s  right,  a  jealous  imagination  like  mine  is  a 
frightful  curse.  But  what  can  I  do  ?  How  can  I  correct  it  ?  I  do 
try  every  means  I  can  think  of,  still  there  is  the  fact  remaining,  I 
am  jealous ! 

Paul.  ( Singing  outside  window. )  — 

A  tender  flower,  through  sun  and  shower 
Grew — dear  to  every  feeling  ; 

Marie.  (Listening.)  Ah!  he  sings — that  lovely  thing  of 
Gounod’s. 

Paul.  (  Singing. ) — 

It’s  fragrance  filled  my  joyous  heart, 

A  heaven  of  love  revealing. 

Marie,  His  voice !  So  tender,  so  true ! 

Paul,  (  Singing. ) — 

One  flaw  was  there,  one  restless  care. 

To  doubt  and  sorrow  leading  ; 

Marie,  (Clasping  her  hands,)  Ah! 

Paid.  (  Sing  ing. ) — 

The  bloom  is  shed,  the  fragrance  fled, 

The  flower  of  love  lies  bleeding. 
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Marie.  (Agitated.)  Why  does  he  sing  with  such  emotion ?  His 
voice  sounds  like  a  reproach.  Can  I  have  grieved  or  wounded  him  ? 
And  yet,  as  he  sang  the  last  line — “the  flower  of  love  lies  bleeding’" 
— it  seemed  as  if  it  were  his  love — our  love.  Oh !  I  love  him  too 
much  for  my  peace,  for  his  peace?  (Wipes  her  eyes  and  listens. ) 
Surely  he  called  me?  (Goes  to  window.)  Paul,  did  j^ou  call  me? 
(Listens. )  Yes  ?  What  did  you  say  ?  Have  I  sewn  on  the  button  ? 
Yes,  sir,  I  have  ;  your  wife  always  does  what  you  ask  of  her.  (Lis¬ 
tens.)  I  can’t  hear,  say  it  again.  Oh  !  you  want  me  to  throw  it  to 
you  ?  Here  it  is !  Catch  !  ( She  flings  the  vest  out  of  the  window — 

a  paper  falls  from  its  pocket  at  her  feet)  A  letter!  (Picks  it  u}).) 
The  letter.  I  recognize  it.  The  red  wax,  my  se(d.  To  Mrs. — no 
name  I  Why  not  ?  ( Looks  the  letter  all  over.  )  He  was  so  afraid 

some  one  might  read  it,  wax  and  seal  were  not  enough  ;  he  has 
gummed  every  corner  of  it!  (Looks  at.it  still  more  attentively — 
starts.)  What  is  this?  The  first  letter  of  the  name  is  faintly 
written.  G — it  is  she ! — Mrs.  Grey  !  Oh  I  then  I  stand  upon  my 
rights.  If  a  robber  attacks  you  the  law  allows  you  to  defend  your¬ 
self.  I  shall  read  it.  (  Tears  open  the  envelopCf  and  reads  the  letter — 
skiks  into  a  chair y  with  her  face  in  her  hands — after  a  long  silence  lifts 
her  heady  and  in  a  low  voice.)  Oh!  how  dreadful!  What  humilia¬ 
tion  !  I  know  he  is  down  there,  under  the  window  !  I  can  never  see 
him  again.  Oh!  what  shall  I  do?  (Looks  at  the  letter  and  reads  it 
aloud.)  “ Ha !  ha  !  I’ve  caught  you,  you  jealous  girl !”  (Half  laughs 
ing.)  Oh!  the  monster!  How  well  he  knew  me!  He  guessed  I 
would  read  it !  Well,  it  was  a  fair  game  and  well  played.  He  is  so 
clever!  (Beads  again.)  “I’ve  caught  you,  you  jealous — ”  Oh, 
dear,  I  can  never  face  him  !  (Rises  softly  and  goes  to  window;  peeps 
from  behind  the  curtain  so  as  not  to  he  seen. )  I  thought  so  !  There 
he  is — he  is  looking  up — laughing  in  his  beard,  his  dear,  handsome 
brown  beard  !  (  Goes  suddenly  and  frankly  to  the  window  and  thwws 

kisses  to  him.)  Very  good !  Laugh  away  !  You  can  make  as  much 
fun  of  me  as  you  please.  I  don’t  care !  I’m  ever  so  happy !  (Re¬ 
turns  to  the  cradle. )  His  boy  is  waking  up.  (  Calls  to  her  husband. ) 
Come,  come  here  ;  I’ll  ask  your  pardon  by  the  cradle,  but  nowhere 
else.  Come,  Paul,  do  come.  ( Waits  impatiently. )  Oh,  I  can’t 
stand  this,  I  must  go  to  him.  (Runs  out 
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97  Uncle  Tom. 

98  Desdemonum. 

99  Up  Head 

100  De  Maid  ob  de  Hunkpuncas. 

101  De  Trail  ob  Blood. 

102  Da  Debbil  and  de  Maiden. 

103  De  Cream  ob  Tenors. 

104  Old  Uncle  Billy. 

105  An  Elephant  on  Ice. 

106  A  Manager  in  a  Fix. 

107  Bones  at  a  Rafl3.e. 

108  Aunty  Chloe. 

109  Dancing  Mad. 

110  Julianna  Johnson, 
on  receipt  of  price,  by 


by  mail, 


HAPPY  HOURS  COMPANY, 


No.  5  Beekman  Street,  New  York.j  , 


) 


PRICE  15  CENTS  EACH. 


1  Single  Life. 

2  Boarding  School 

3  The  Spitfire. 

4  Irish  Dragoon, 

5  School  for  'I'igers. 

6  Gabrielle  de  Belle  Isle. 

7  Tipperary  Legacy. 

8  IJeeds  of  Dreadful  Note, 

9  A  Peculiar  Position. 

10  A  Private  Inquiry. 

11  ril  Tell  Your  Wife. 

12  Fast  Family. 

13  Antony  and  Cleopatra 

Married  and  Settled. 

14  My  Friend  in  the  Straps. 

15  School  for  Scheming  (Love 

and  Money), 

16  Our  Mary  Anne, 

17  Miseries  of  Human  Life. 

18  An  Irish  lOngagement, 

19  How  to  Settle  Accounts 

With  Your  Laundress. 

20  Advice  Gratis. 

21  A  Hasty  Conclusion. 

22  Weak  Points. 

23  Grace  Darling. 

24  A  Gray  Mare. 

23  Middle  'I'emple. 

26  The  Original. 

27  The  Sentinel. 

28  Tiger  at  Large. 

29  Why  Did  You  Die  ? 

30  Sayings  and  Doings. 

31  Twin  Brothers. 

32  Ask  no  Questions. 


Cure  for  Coquettes 
Cabin  Boy. 

Who  Stole  the  Spoons? 
Mrs.  Gamps  Tea  and  Turn 
Village  Doctor.  [Out. 
Family  Pride. 

Queen  Mary. 

Three  Graces. 

Race  Ball. 

Presented  at  Court. 

A  Sign  of  Affection. 
Dancing  Barber. 

Who’s  Your  Friend  ? 
Charity. 

Wicked  World,  [ing  Well 
Mother  and  Child  are  Do- 
Lying  in  Ordinary. 

The  Ringdoves. 

Camille. 

Lady  Clancarty. 

Ten  Nights  in  a  Bar-room. 
Drunkard’s  Warning 
Fifteen  Years  of  a  Drunk¬ 
ard’s  Life. 

Fruits  of  the  Wine  Cup. 
Aunt  Dinah’s  Pledge. 
Yankee  Peddler. 

Vermont  Wool  Dealer. 
Persecuted  Dutchman. 
Stage-Struck  Yankee. 

The  Limerick  Boy  (Paddv 
Miles  Boy). 

Drunkard’s  Home. 
Bachelor’s  L..  J-Room. 
Perfection  (The  Cork  Leg) 


66  More  Blunders  Than  One. 

67  Whisky  Fiend. 

68  Quite  at  Home. 

69  Sir  Dagobert  and  the 

70  Putting  on  Airs.  [Dragon. 

71  A  Slight  Mistake. 

72  Patches  and  Powder. 

73  To  Let,  Furnished. 

74  The  Lost  Heir. 

75  Is  the  Man  Mad  ? 

76  A  Trip  to  Cambridge. 

77  Twenty  and  Forty. 

78  Hob-Nobbing. 

79  The  Great  Eastern, 

80  Three  Gue.sses. 

81  Getting  up  in  the  World. 

82  Wardrobe. 

83  Generous  Jew. 

84  A  Crumpled  Rose  Leaf. 

85  Wild  Flowers.  [Ladies. 

86  Don’t  All  Speak  At  Once, 

87  Woman  Nature  Will  Out. 

88  Aunt  Betsy’s  Beaux. 

89  Child  of  Circumstances. 

90  Women’s  Club. 

91  Shamrock, 

92  The  Changelings, 

93  Society  for  Doing  Good  but 

94  Matrimony.  [Saying  Bad. 

95  Refinement. 

96  Master-piece. 

97  Frenchman, 

98  Punch  and  Judy. 

99  My  Precious  Betsy. 

100  Woman  of  the  World. 


34 

35 

36 

37 

33 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 


THE  AMATEUR  STAGE 

PRICE  15  CENTS  EACH. 


1  Aladdul  and  the  Wonder¬ 

ful  Lamp. 

2  The  Loves  of  Little  Bo- 

Peep  and  Little  Boy  Blue. 

3  Little  Silver  Hair  and  the 

Three  Bears. 

4  Robin  Hood ;  or,  the  Merry 

Men  of  Sherwood  Forest. 

5  Little  Red  Riding  Hood. 

6  The  Frog  Prince. 

7  Blue  Beard ;  or.  Female 
j  Curiosity. 

8  Jack,  the  Giant  Killer. 

9  Two  Gentlemen  at  Mivarts 

10  Dark  Deeds. 

11  Marry  in  Haste  and  Re¬ 

pent  at  Leisure. 

12  Wearing  of  the  Green 

13  The  Result  of  a  Nap. 

14  Monsieur  Pierre. 

15  Virtue  Victorious. 

16  Love  (Burlesque). 

17  Afloat  and  Ashore. 

18  1  ragedy  Transmogrified. 

19  Fairy  Freaks. 

20  A  Medical  Man. 


21  Harlequin  Little  Red  Rid¬ 

ing  Hood.. 

22  Fireside  Diplomacy. 

23  Ingomar  (Burlesque). 

24  Money  Makes  the  Man. 

25  The  Happy  Dispatch. 

26  An  Eligible  Situation. 

27  The  Pet  Lamb. 

28  The  Last  Lily. 

29  The  Three  Temptations. 

30  Katharine  and  Petruchio 

(Burlesque). 

31  His  First  Brief. 

32  T  he  Girls  of  the  Period. 

33  Matched  but  not  Mated. 

34  Penelope  Anne. 

35  A  Woman  will  be  a  Wo¬ 

man. 

36  Caught  In  his  own  Tolls. 

37  Cousin  Florence. 

38  Lucy’s  Love  Lesson, 

39  A  Game  of  Billiards. 

40  The  Wrong  Bottle 

41  A  Lyrical  Lover 

42  A  Bad  Temper, 

43  Women’s  Rights. 


44  Mischievous  Bob. 

45  A  Pint  of  Ale. 

46  The  Last  Drop. 

47  The  Wine  Cup. 

48  Out  in  the  Streets. 

49  Mothers  and  Fathers. 

50  Taken  in  and  Done  For.  j 

51  All’s  Fair  in  Love  and  War  j 

52  Dross  from  Gold. 

53  Aunt  Jerusha’s  Visit. 

54  The  Village  Belle. 

55  Lord  Dundreary’s  Visit. 

56  My  Peter, 

57  The  Cream  of  Love. 

58  'J'he  Babes  in  the  Wood. 

59  Closing  of  the  “  Eagle.” 

60  Don’t  Marry  a  Drunkard  i 

to  Reform  Him.  j 

61  Furnished  Apartments.  ! 

62  The  Harvest  Storm.  ; 

63  Maud’s  Command.  | 

64  Out  of  the  Depths.  j 

65  'The  Poisoned  Darkies.  ; 

66  Ralph  Coleman’s  Refor¬ 

mation 

67  Slighted  Treasures. 


Either  of  the  above  will  be  sent  by  mail,  on  receipt  of  price,  by 


HAPPY  HOURS  COMPANY, 

No.  5  Beekman  Street,  New  York. 


